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This document should not be construed as legal advice. It is provided by the Wisconsin Institute for Law & Liberty (WILL), a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit organization, as a public resource for informational purposes.

Overview 
Wisconsin law requires students in public, private, and charter schools, as well as in childcare centers, 
to provide either:

•	 Proof of vaccination, or 

•	 A written waiver (medical, religious, or personal conviction)* within the first 30 days of the 
school year.† 

Wisconsin is one of only 19 states that allows all three types of waivers.‡ Students who are 
homeschooled or fully virtual are exempt, unless they participate in in-person classes or activities. 
However, if a student enrolls in extracurricular activities and or courses in a brick-and-mortar public or 
private school, the student then will need to either present evidence of vaccination or written waiver.§

An overview of immunization requirements for all states can be found on the National Conference of State 
Legislatures (NCSL) website.¶

*	 DHS §§ 144.04-144.05; A waiver for health reasons is a waiver that a physician signs saying that the vaccine is or may be harmful 
to the health of the student. A waiver for religious or personal conviction is a waiver signed by the parent that declares an objection 
to immunization on religious or personal conviction grounds. All three types of waivers can be used to take the place of evidence of 
immunization for any of the required vaccines to attend schools or daycares. Id.

†	 Wis. Stats. §§ 120.12(16)(b), 252.04(4); DHS § 144.06.
‡	 Immunize.org, Exemptions Permitted for State Childcare and School (K-12) Immunization Requirements, May 2025 (available at:  

https://www.immunize.org/official-guidance/state-policies/vaccine-requirements/exemptions-child-school-2025/).
§	 Wisconsin Department of Health and Human Services Division of Public Health, Wisconsin School Immunization Requirements 

2025–26, July 22, 2024 (available at: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p4/p44545.pdf). 
¶	 See https://www.ncsl.org/health/state-non-medical-exemptions-from-school-immunization-requirements.
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Required Immunizations
Students must receive a “basic and booster” immunization series totaling approximately 18 immunizations, 
depending on grade level, for school entry. These include:

•	 Polio (4 doses)

•	 Hepatitis B (3 doses)

•	 DTap/DTP/DT/TD (4 doses)

•	 MMR (2 doses)

•	 Varicella (2 doses)

•	 TDaP (1 dose)

•	 Meningococcal (2 doses)

For full schedules by grade, see DHS § 144.03(2).*

Proof of Immunization
Evidence of immunization means “a paper or an electronic record, which at a minimum indicates that 
date that each required dose of vaccine was administered to a student or the results of a laboratory test 
indicating immunity to the disease.”† Waivers must include the vaccines waived and be signed and dated 
by a parent or physician, as applicable.‡

The Wisconsin Department of Health Services provides schools and parents with a form to fill out at the 
beginning of each school year.§ This form (DHS form 04020L)¶ contains blanks for all the information 
the school requires, including spaces the date of each vaccine, waivers,** and physician reported history 
of varicella.††

*	 https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/144.pdf#page=2 
†	 DHS § 144.02(26).
‡	 DHS § 144.04, 144.05.
§	 DHS § 144.09(1)(c).
¶	 Department of Health Services Division of Public Health, Student Immunization Record, May 2024 (available at: https://www.dhs.

wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf ).
**	 According to the guidance given to schools by DHS on August 19, 2024, parents can now use different waivers for different vaccines. 

For example, if a student is allergic to a vaccine, that student could have a health waiver for that vaccine and a personal conviction 
waiver for others. See https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p4/p44545.pdf?utm_source. 

††	 DHS form 04020L is not the only option for submitting evidence of immunizations. Parents may also submit an electronic 
immunization record such as a printout from the Wisconsin Immunization Registry (WIR), or documentation from their doctor’s office.

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p4/p44545.pdf?utm_source
https://www.dhfswir.org/PR/clientSearch.do?language=en
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Changes for the 2024-25 School Year
The Department of Health Service has updated* Wisconsin Admin. Code ch. DHS 144 to “better align with 
national vaccine recommendations.” Implementation of the updated school entry requirements took effect 
beginning with the 2024-2025 school year.† 

A rule change in the administrative code DHS 144 originally went into effect on February 1, 2023. On March 
7, 2023, the Joint Committee on Administrative Rules and Regulations held a hearing for those to provide 
testimony in favor or in opposition of these new provisions. On March 9, 2023, the Joint Committee on 
Administrative Rules and Regulations suspended some of the proposed amendments to DHS 144 for a 
year. Then, on April 15, 2024, the suspension ended and the changes went into effect officially for the 2024-
25 school year.‡ 

The rule change has four key provisions:

1.	 Meningococcal vaccines are required for students entering 7th grade and a booster is required 
for students entering 12th grade. Current Wisconsin students in grades 8-11 are exempt from this 
requirement.

2.	A parent report of past infection of varicella (chickenpox) is no longer acceptable for new students.§ 
A medical professional must verify past disease or vaccine and sign the student immunization form.¶

3.	Students who have not received immunizations may be excluded from school during outbreaks of 
certain diseases. 

If an outbreak occurs, schools may excluded students who have not received certain 
immunizations, even if they have valid waivers.** Affected diseases now include:

•	 Measles, mumps, rubella
•	 Polio, pertussis, diphtheria
•	 Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib)

*	 Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Summary of Changes to Wisconsin 2024–2025 School Immunization Requirements for Local 
Health Departments, Schools, and Health Care Providers, August 2024 (available at: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/
p03370.pdf#msdynttrid=82EbcWc8iijgVJlTGlrciqjbFpIJ-eitEXX4u-3w9L4). 

†	 Wisconsin Department of Health Services, Immunization Law Clarification, July 2025 (available at: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/
publications/p01438.pdf). 

‡	 Wisconsin Department of Health Services, DHS to Implement Immunization Updates for Children in Child Care Centers and Schools to 
Follow State Law, May 20, 2024 (available at: https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/052024.htm). 

§	 Students, excluding new students and kindergarteners, with a parental report of disease prior to May 2024 are still considered compliant.
¶	 Department of Health Services Division of Public Health, Student Immunization Record, May 2024 (available at: https://www.dhs.

wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf ). 
**	 If a teacher, school nurse, or principal of the school knows or suspects that a communicable disease is present in the school, he or 

she must notify the local health officer. The teacher, school nurse, or principal may also send home students who are suspected of 
having a communicable disease. If a student is sent home under this suspicion, the school must notify the parents of the student of 
the actions and the reasons for it.

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/chr/all/cr_19_079?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=public_hearing_call_to_action_show_up_to_protect_wisconsin_kids_from_additional_vaccine_req&utm_term=2024-08-15
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01438.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/publications/p01438.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/news/releases/052024.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forms/f04020l.pdf
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•	 Varicella (new in 2024-25)
•	 Meningococcal disease (new in 2024-25)*

4.	 There are updated reporting requirements from both DHS and local health departments, particularly 
with the categorization of students as compliant or not compliant.†

Practical Guidance for Parents
1.	 Understand your options: Wisconsin parents may claim an immunization waiver for medical, 

religious, or personal reasons.

2.	Plan ahead: Submit immunization records or waivers early to avoid delays or issues with school 
enrollment.

3.	Use compliant documentation: DHS Form F-04020L is the easiest way to report vaccines 
and waivers, but parents may also submit alternate written documentation if it includes the 
required details.‡

4.	Customize waivers if needed: Parents may use different types of waivers (medical, religious, or 
personal conviction) for different vaccines, depending on the reason for opting out.

5.	Be aware of outbreak rules: Even with a valid waiver, unvaccinated students may be excluded from 
school during an outbreak of certain diseases.

WILL is a legal resource for parents, students, and school districts. If you believe your rights have been violated, you can contact us 
at www.will-law.org/contact-a-lawyer. Depending on your situation, we may be able to help further. 

*	 DHS § 144.02(21).
†	 DHS § 144.07(4)(b).
‡	 Parents should either submit the form the school or DHS provides or should provide documentation that includes: (1) all vaccines the 

child has received with the dates they were received (month, day, and year); (2) the specific vaccines that are being waived; (3) the 
type of waiver (health, religious, or personal conviction); (4) the date of the waiver; (5) the parent’s signature.

This document is part of the WILL Parental Rights Toolkit. Explore the full toolkit at: www.will-law.org/parenttoolkit

https://will-law.org/contact-a-lawyer/
http://www.will-law.org/parenttoolkit



