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Political Contributions of Wisconsin Teachers and Education Reform



At every level, politicians must listen to their voters if they 
want a shot at reelection. But it can often be a challenge 
to figure out exactly who those voters are, particularly at 
the state level where polling is more limited. For Republican 
politicians, this can make issues surrounding public educa-
tion particularly challenging. In many communities, school 
districts may be among the largest employers, and elected 
leaders think they are making trade-offs between the 
desires of parents and the desires of educators in their 
community. But if those voters are already closed off to 
these politicians, the calculus may change. Using data on 
donation patterns among teachers in Wisconsin, we exam-
ine just how partisan the voting bloc is.
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Out-of-state influence is 
evident in the data. 
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Occupation Percentage of All Donors

Teacher 86.63%

Retired Teacher 6.29%

Substitute Teacher 5.81%

Teacher’s Assistant 0.81%

Other 0.38%

Table 1. Occupation Breakdown of Donors

State Percentage of Donations

Wisconsin 69.29%

California 6.80%

New York 3.77%

Illinois 3.16%

Massachusetts 2.12%

Table 2. Home State Breakdown of Donors
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Committee Number of Donations

Tony for Wisconsin 940

Democratic Party of WI 299

Waukesha County Dems 243

Friends of Jacob Malinowski 164

Emily Siegrist for Wisconsin 130

Table 3. Top 5 Recipients among All Donations





Conclusion
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