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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT 
SHAWANO COUNTY  

For Official Use: 
VILLAGE OF MATTOON, and 
TOWN OF HUTCHINS, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ANTIGO, 

Defendant. 

 
Case No.  
Code No. 30701 
 

SUMMONS 

 
THE STATE OF WISCONSIN, to Each Person Named Above as a Defendant: 

You are hereby notified that the Plaintiffs named above filed a lawsuit or other legal 

action against you.  The Complaint, which is attached, states the nature and basis of the legal 

action. 

Within twenty (20) days of receiving this Summons, you must respond with a written 

Answer, as that term is used in Chapter 802 of the Wisconsin Statutes, to the Complaint.  The 

Court may reject or disregard an Answer that does not follow the requirements of the statutes.  

The Answer must be sent or delivered to the Court, whose address is Shawano County 

Courthouse, 311 North Main Street, Shawano, Wisconsin 54166-2145, and to Plaintiffs’ 

attorneys, whose address is: 

Husch Blackwell LLP 
555 East Wells Street, Suite 1900 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3819 

You may have an attorney help or represent you. 

If you do not provide a proper Answer within twenty (20) days, the Court may grant 

judgment against you for the award of money or other legal action requested in the Complaint, 
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and you may lose your right to object to anything that is or may be incorrect in the Complaint.  A 

judgment may be enforced as provided by law.  A judgment awarding money may become a lien 

against any real estate you own now or in the future, and may also be enforced by garnishment or 

seizure of property. 

Dated this 21st day of January, 2019. 

 HUSCH BLACKWELL LLP 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins 
 
Electronically signed 

 By: Timothy H. Posnanski 
  Timothy H. Posnanski 

State Bar No. 1056668 
Dieter J. Juedes 
State Bar No. 108880 

P.O. ADDRESS: 
555 East Wells Street, Suite 1900 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3819 
414.273.2100 
414.223.5000 (fax) 
timothy.posnanski@huschblackwell.com  
dieter.juedes@huschblackwell.com  
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STATE OF WISCONSIN CIRCUIT COURT 
SHAWANO COUNTY  

For Official Use: 
VILLAGE OF MATTOON, and 
TOWN OF HUTCHINS, 

Plaintiffs, 

v. 

UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ANTIGO, 

Defendant. 

 
Case No.  
Code No. 30701 
 

COMPLAINT FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT 

 
NOW COME the Plaintiffs, the Village of Mattoon (the “Village of Mattoon”) and the 

Town of Hutchins (the “Town of Hutchins”) (collectively, “Plaintiffs”), by their attorneys, 

Husch Blackwell LLP by Timothy H. Posnanski and Dieter J. Juedes, and allege and show to the 

Court the following as and for a cause of action against Unified School District of Antigo (the 

“School District of Antigo” or “Defendant”): 

NATURE OF ACTION 

1. This is a declaratory judgment action pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 806.04, in which 

Plaintiffs Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins seek a declaration regarding their ownership 

of property located in the Village of Mattoon in which the School District of Antigo claims a 

right, title and interest. 

PARTIES 
 

2. Plaintiff Village of Mattoon is a Wisconsin village organized under the laws of 

the State of Wisconsin and located within Shawano County, Wisconsin.  The Village of Mattoon 

Village Hall is located at 310 Slate Avenue, Mattoon, Wisconsin 54450.   
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3. Plaintiff Town of Hutchins is a Wisconsin town organized under the laws of the 

State of Wisconsin and located within Shawano County, Wisconsin.  The Town of Hutchins 

Town Hall is located at W15698 Red River Road, Birnamwood, Wisconsin 54414. 

4. Defendant School District of Antigo is a Wisconsin school district organized 

under the laws of the State of Wisconsin and located within Langlade County, Wisconsin.  The 

School District of Antigo’s main district office is located at 120 South Door Street, Antigo, 

Wisconsin 54409. 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

5. Plaintiffs reallege all prior paragraphs and incorporate them by reference. 

6. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this dispute pursuant to 

Article VII § 8 of the Wisconsin Constitution, which provides for subject matter jurisdiction over 

all civil matters within this state.  Further, Wis. Stat. § 806.04 expressly grants the Court the 

“power to declare rights, status, and other legal relations” and issue declaratory judgments. 

7. This Court has jurisdiction over the School District of Antigo pursuant to Wis. 

Stat. §§ 801.05(3) and 801.05(6). 

8. Venue is proper pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 801.50(2)(a) in that this action arose in 

Shawano County and is also proper pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 801.50(2)(b) in that this action 

pertains to property situated in Shawano County. 

BACKGROUND FACTS 

A. The Property and its History. 

9. Plaintiffs reallege all prior paragraphs and incorporate them by reference. 
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10. This matter pertains to a dispute as to ownership of the former Mattoon 

Elementary School located at 507 Stone Avenue, Mattoon, Wisconsin 54450 and legally 

described as follows (the “Property”): 

Parcel One: 

Lot One (1) in Block Twenty-five (25) of the Plat of Mattoon, being a 
subdivision of the East Half (E ½) of the Southeast Quarter (SE ¼) of 
Section Nine (9) and the West Half (W ½) of the Southwest Quarter (SW 
¼) of Section (10), Township Twenty-nine (29) North, of Range Twelve 
(12) East.  

(Village of Mattoon, County of Shawano, Wisconsin) 

Tax Key 151 70050 0740 (subject premise and other land) 

Parcel Two: 

Lots Two (2) and Three (3) in Block Twenty-five (25) of the Village of 
Mattoon 

(Village of Mattoon, County of Shawano, Wisconsin) 

Tax Key 151 70050 0740 (subject premise and other land) 

Parcel Three: 

Lots number Four (4) and Five (5) in Block Twenty-five (25) of the Plat 
of the Village of Mattoon, Shawano County, Wisconsin. 

(Village of Mattoon, County of Shawano, Wisconsin) 

Tax Key 151 70050 0750 (subject premise and other land) 

11. The Property sits within the physical boundaries of the Village of Mattoon. 

12. The Property consists of the three parcels identified in paragraph 10 of this 

Complaint.  The records of Shawano County Register of Deeds maintain the following three 

records of conveyance as the present records of conveyance for the Property (the “Deeds”): 

(a) as to Parcel One, Indenture made by Mattoon Manufacturing Company of Sheboygan 

Wisconsin a corporation, grantor, to School district number six (6) Town of Hutchins, Shawano 

County Wisconsin, grantee, dated December 5, 1894, recorded January 8, 1895, as Document 

Case 2019CV000010 Document 1 Filed 01-21-2019 Page 5 of 80



 

Complaint for Declaratory Judgment Husch Blackwell LLP 
Village of Mattoon, et al. v. United School District of Antigo Page 4 of 9 
 4839-1842-4966.1 

Number 36050 with the Shawano County Register of Deeds; (b) as to Parcel Two, vesting deed 

made by the County Clerk of Shawano County (tax deed made pursuant to public auction) on 

November 17, 1939, to Jt. School District No. 6 of the Village of Mattoon, recorded November 

17, 1939, as Document Number 193103 with the Shawano County Register of Deeds; and (c) as 

to Parcel Three, Indenture made by Madeline Ramsey, grantor, to Joint School Dist #6 Village of 

Mattoon, Town of Hutchins, Shawano, County, Wisconsin, grantee, April 17, 1959, recorded 

April 27, 1959, as Document Number 262553 with the Shawano County Register of 

Deeds.  Pursuant to the Deeds, title to the Property is held in the name of “School District 

number six (6) Town of Hutchins, Shawano County” (as to Parcel One), “Jt. School District No. 

6 of Village of Mattoon” (as to Parcel Two), and “Joint School Dist #6 Village of Mattoon, 

Town of Hutchins, Shawano County, Wisconsin” (as to Parcel Three) (collectively, the “Mattoon 

School District”), and that the referenced school districts eventually became known as the Joint 

School District No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano County.  True and 

correct copies of the Deeds are attached hereto and marked as Exhibit A. 

13. The Mattoon School District was dissolved pursuant to Order Number 34-61 (the 

“Order”), dated May 24, 1962, signed by the Shawano County School Committee, the Langlade 

County School Committee, and the Marathon County School Committee, effective June 30, 

1962.  According to the Order, the territory comprising the Mattoon School District was attached 

to “School District Number Joint 1, City of Antigo, and Town of Antigo and Langlade County; 

Village of Aniwa and Town of Aniwa, Shawano County; Town of Plover, Marathon County, 

Wisconsin, for all school purposes” (which is now known as the “Antigo School District”).  A 

true and correct copy of the Order is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit B. 
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14. An excerpt of historical data from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction 

(“DPI”) summarizing attachments to and detachments from the Joint School District No. 6, 

Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano Count indicates that, effective June 30, 

1962, “Jt. SD No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano County” (a/k/a, the 

Mattoon School District) was dissolved.  A true and correct copy of the historical data is attached 

hereto and marked as Exhibit C. 

15. An excerpt of historical data from the DPI summarizing attachments to and 

detachments from the School District of Antigo, Langlade County indicates that, effective 

June 30, 1962, the territory of the Mattoon School District was attached to the “City of Antigo et 

al Unified SD, Langlade County.”  A true and correct copy of this historical data is attached 

hereto and marked as Exhibit D. 

16. The Order does not mention the transfer of the Property owned by the Mattoon 

School District to the Antigo School District. 

17. The Order indicated only that, as of the date of the Order, certain “territory” 

comprising the Mattoon School District fell under control of the Antigo School District “for all 

school purposes,” but no mention is made of the Property owned by the Mattoon School District. 

18. Upon information and belief, no separate agreement exists between the Mattoon 

School District and the Antigo School District or any other person or entity regarding the transfer 

or conveyance of the Property. 

19.  Based on Wisconsin statutes effective at the time of the dissolution of the 

Mattoon School District and the attachment of the territory of the Mattoon School District to the 

Antigo School District “for school purposes,” title to real estate did not transfer absent express 

agreement.  Specifically, Wis. Stat. § 66.03(3)(a) (1961-62) reads: “The title to real estate shall 
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not be transferred except by agreement, but the value thereof shall be included in determining the 

assets of the municipality owning the same and in making the adjustment of assets and 

liabilities.” 

20. Without an agreement conveying the Property to the Antigo School District, the 

Property reverted to the Village of Mattoon and/or the Town of Hutchins upon the dissolution of 

the Mattoon School District.  Ownership of the Property was never transferred to the School 

District of Antigo.  Instead, the School District of Antigo had the right of possession and control 

of the school building and school site on the Property when using said building and site “for 

school purposes.” 

21. The Village of Mattoon and/or Town of Hutchins are the owners of the Property. 

B. The Antigo School District’s Recent Attempts to Sell the Property. 

22. Upon information and belief, from on or around July 1962 to on or around July 

2016, the Antigo School District operated the Mattoon Elementary School on the Property. 

23. That on or around July 2016, the Antigo School District closed the Mattoon 

Elementary School and since that time, it has not operated a school on the Property.  Upon 

information and belief, the School District of Antigo is not using the site and former school 

building in any way and it has no future plans to do so. 

24. Nonetheless, the Antigo School District contends that it owns the Property.  It has 

circulated an unexecuted Affidavit prepared for its Director of Business Services, Tim Prunty, 

purporting to establish its ownership of the Property. 

25. Beginning in 2017, the Antigo School District has attempted to sell the Property 

through a private sale.  Upon information and belief, the Antigo School District is conditioning 

any sale of the Property on the purchaser accepting a deed that contains a restrictive clause 
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prohibiting any educational activities or purposes on the Property (the “Deed Restriction”).  In 

the fall of 2018, the Antigo School District listed and marketed the Property for sale and it 

solicited and considered purchase bids through a request for proposals process, pursuant to which 

the ultimate purchaser would have been required to accept the Deed Restriction.  By its own 

admission, the Antigo School District planned to accept bids through November 8, 2018 and 

award the bid November 13, 2018. 

26.  On October 11, 2018, counsel for the Plaintiffs sent a letter to counsel for the 

Antigo School District, enclosing an Affidavit of Interest related to the Property, and further 

urging the School District of Antigo to suspend all further efforts to sell the Property.  The 

October 11, 2018 correspondence and enclosure are attached hereto and marked as Exhibit E. 

27. On October 19, 2018, the Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins recorded an 

Affidavit of Interest in the Property with the Shawano County Register of Deeds as Document 

No. 735249.  The Affidavit of Interest is attached hereto and marked as Exhibit F. 

28. Upon information and belief, the Antigo School District continues to list and 

market the Property for sale. 

CLAIM FOR DECLARATORY JUDGMENT  

29. Plaintiffs reallege all prior paragraphs and incorporate them by reference. 

30. Wis. Stat. § 806.04 is Wisconsin’s Uniform Declaratory Judgments Act.  Under 

that statute, Wisconsin “[c]ourts of record within their respective jurisdictions shall have power 

to declare rights, status, and other legal relations. . . . The declaration may be either affirmative 

or negative in form and effect; and such declarations shall have the force and effect of a final 

judgment or decree.”  Wis. Stat. § 806.04(1). 
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31. Under Wis. Stat. § 806.04(2), “any person interested under a deed, will, written 

contract or other writings constituting a contract, or whose rights, status, or other legal relations 

are affected by a statute, municipal ordinance, contract or franchise, may have determined any 

question of construction or validity arising under the instrument, statute, ordinance, contract or 

franchise and obtain a declaration of rights, status or other legal relations thereunder.” 

32. Plaintiff seek a declaration from this Court pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 806.04 that (a) 

they are the owners of the Property and (b) the School District of Antigo has no right, title, or 

interest in the Property based on, amongst other things, the factual and legal backdrop detailed 

above. 

33. This matter is ripe for adjudication because the Plaintiffs and Defendants both 

contend they own the Property and in light of the School District of Antigo’s ongoing efforts to 

sell the Property. 

34. Upon information and belief, all parties that claim an interest in the Property have 

been joined in this matter. 

Wherefore, Plaintiffs respectfully request the following relief: 

(1) Judgment pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 806.04 declaring that they are the owners of the 

Property. 

(2) Judgment pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 806.04 declaring that the School District of 

Antigo has no right, title, or interest in the Property. 

(3) For such other further relief as the Court may determine to be just and equitable. 
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Dated this 21st day of January, 2019. 

 HUSCH BLACKWELL LLP 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 
Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins 
 
Electronically signed 

 By: Timothy H. Posnanski 
  Timothy H. Posnanski 

State Bar No. 1056668 
Dieter J. Juedes 
State Bar No. 108880 

P.O. ADDRESS: 
555 East Wells Street, Suite 1900 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53202-3819 
414.273.2100 
414.223.5000 (fax) 
timothy.posnanski@huschblackwell.com  
dieter.juedes@huschblackwell.com  
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VESTING DEEDS 

[See attached.] 

  

Exhibit A
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ORDER 

[See attached.] 

  

Exhibit B
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EXCERPT OF HISTORICAL DATA FROM DPI SUMMARIZING ATTACHMENTS  
TO AND DETACHMENTS FROM JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 6, VILLAGE OF MATTOON 

AND TOWN OF HUTCHINS, SHAWANO COUNTY  

[See attached.] 

  

Exhibit C
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EXCERPT OF HISTORICAL DATA FROM DPI SUMMARIZING ATTACHMENTS  
TO AND DETACHMENTS FROM THE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ANTIGO, LANGLADE 

COUNTY 

[See attached.] 

  

Exhibit D
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Timothy H. Posnanski 
Partner 
 
555 East Wells Street, Suite 1900 
Milwaukee, WI  53202-3819 
Direct: 414.978.5791 
Fax: 414.223.5000 
Timothy.Posnanski@huschblackwell.com 
 

MIL-29516897-2  Husch Blackwell LLP 

October 11, 2018 

 

VIA E-MAIL & U.S. MAIL 

Attorney Michael B. Winter 
Winter, Winter & Behrens 
835 Fifth Avenue 
Antigo, WI 54409 
mikewinter@winterlegal.com  

Re: Ownership and Attempted Sale of Mattoon Elementary School 

Dear Attorney Winter: 

This firm, by the undersigned, represents the Village of Mattoon and the Town of 
Hutchins.  As you are well aware, the Unified School District of Antigo contends that it is the 
owner of the Mattoon Elementary School property located at 507 Stone Avenue, Mattoon, 
Wisconsin 54450 (the “Property”).  Indeed, the Unified School District of Antigo has listed 
Mattoon Elementary School for sale and is accepting bids for purchase of the Property through 
November 8, 2018. 

I am in possession of an unexecuted Affidavit prepared for Tim Prunty’s execution 
purporting to establish the Unified School District of Antigo’s ownership of the Property.  
Setting aside the procedural and foundational deficiencies with Mr. Prunty’s Affidavit, the 
Affidavit relies upon records that do not establish the Unified School District of Antigo’s 
ownership of the Property.  Accordingly, the Unified School District of Antigo should 
immediately suspend all efforts to sell the Property as it has absolutely no authority or basis to do 
so.  Indeed, a reasonable interpretation of the statutory scheme governing municipalities under 
Wisconsin law, including the dissolution of school districts and assignment of school territories, 
demonstrates that ownership of the Property was never transferred to the Unified School District 
of Antigo.  The chain of title based upon the recorded real estate records with the Shawano 
County Register of Deeds also – not surprisingly – do not indicate that the Unified School 
District of Antigo ever took ownership of the Property. 

To that end, we have prepared an Affidavit of Interest in the Property asserting the 
Village of Mattoon’s and the Town of Hutchins’ claim of ownership in and to the Property.  I 
have enclosed the executed Affidavit of Interest for your review.  As you will see, the Affidavit 
of Interest is in recordable form.  The Affidavit of Interest has been reviewed by representatives 

Exhibit E
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of First American Title Insurance Company, and we intend to record the Affidavit of Interest 
forthwith. 

Based upon our review of the statutory scheme, the Village of Mattoon and Town of 
Hutchins have a much stronger and more legally sound claim of ownership of the Property.  As 
you know, the Property sits within the physical boundaries of the Village of Mattoon.  The 
current deeds of record in the Office of the Register of Deeds for Shawano County reveal that the 
current owners of the Property in the chain of title are School District Number 6 Town of 
Hutchins Shawano County (as to Parcel One), Jt. School District No. 6 of Village of Mattoon (as 
to Parcel Two), and Joint School District #6 Village of Mattoon, Town of Hutchins, Shawano 
County, Wisconsin (as to Parcel Three).  These school districts eventually became known as the 
Joint School District No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano County. 

The records tracing the progression by which the Mattoon School District ultimately 
became part of the Unified School District of Antigo do not demonstrate that the Property (or 
any other real property owned by the Mattoon School District) ever transferred to the Unified 
School District of Antigo.  It is indisputable that, pursuant to Order No. 34-61 dated May 24, 
1962, signed by the Shawano County School Committee, the Langlade County School 
Committee, and the Marathon County School Committee, the Mattoon School District was 
dissolved effective June 30, 1962.  Upon the dissolution of the Mattoon School District, the 
territory comprising the Mattoon School District was attached to “School District Number 
Joint 1, City of Antigo, and Town of Antigo and Langlade County; Village of Aniwa and Town 
of Aniwa, Shawano County; Town of Plover, Marathon County, Wisconsin, for all school 
purposes.”  School District Number Joint 1, City of Antigo, is now known as the Unified School 
District of Antigo. 

Similarly, historical data from the Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction indicates 
that, effective June 30, 1962, Joint School District No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of 
Hutchins, Shawano County, was dissolved and the territory was attached to the “City of Antigo 
et al Unified SD, Langlade County.”  While there is no dispute that the territory for school 
purposes was transferred to the Unified School District of Antigo (or its predecessor), there is no 
mention of any transfer of any real property, including but not limited to the Property, to the 
Unified School District of Antigo or otherwise.  As is plainly clear from a cursory reading of 
Chapters 40 and 66 of the Wisconsin Statutes, territory does not mean property.  Rather, the term 
“territory” clearly refers to the entire area under the auspices and responsibility of a particular 
school district. 

Furthermore, as set forth in the operative statute at the time the Village of Mattoon and 
Town of Hutchins School Districts were dissolved, when any territory of a school district was 
transferred in any manner provided by law, the “title to real estate shall not be transferred except 
by agreement…”  Wis. Stat. § 66.03(2a) (1959-60).  We are not aware of any separate agreement 
transferring title to the Property to the Unified School District of Antigo. 
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Instead, only the right to possession and control of the school buildings and school sites 
passed to the municipality for so long as the Unified School District of Antigo was actually using 
said building and site.  As it is indisputable that the Unified School District of Antigo is not still 
using the site and has no future plans to do so, the Unified School District of Antigo has no 
further right, title, or interest in or to the Property.  Regardless, “right to possession and control” 
falls far short of ownership, and we are not aware of any agreement transferring title to the 
Property to the Unified School District of Antigo. 

Accordingly, we urge the Unified School District of Antigo to suspend all further efforts 
to sell the Property.  In the interim, we intend to record the Affidavit of Interest to preserve the 
Village of Mattoon’s and the Town of Hutchins’ respective right, title, and interest in the 
Property and to ensure that any purchaser of the Property from any purported sale by the Unified 
School District of Antigo is aware of the claims asserted by the Village of Mattoon and the Town 
of Hutchins.  Please contact me at your earliest convenience to discuss this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Timothy H. Posnanski 
Partner 

THP/mlw 
Enclosure 
cc: Brian Owen, Village of Mattoon President 

Patrick Meverden, Chairman, Town of Hutchins 
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This instrument was drafted by 
and after recordation should be 
returned to: 
 
Timothy Posnanski, Esq. 
State Bar No. 1056668 
Husch Blackwell LLP 
555 E. Wells Street, Suite 1900 
Milwaukee, WI  53202 
 
Tax Parcel I.D. #: 
See attached Exhibit A. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AFFIDAVIT 
 

 
 
 

[Above space reserved for recording information] 
 
The below affidavit is made (i) in support of the establishment of fee simple title to the Property in the Village 
of Mattoon, Wisconsin (the “Village of Mattoon”) and/or the Town of Hutchins, Wisconsin (the “Town of 
Hutchins”), as the case may be, and (ii) for the purpose of notifying the general public of the Village of 
Mattoon’s and the Town of Hutchins’ respective actual or potential interest in the Property.  The “Property” 
referred to herein is as legally described in Exhibit A. 
 
 
STATE OF WISCONSIN ) 
    ) ss. 
COUNTY OF SHAWANO ) 
  
A. The undersigned Brian Owen, being duly sworn on oath hereby deposes and states that he is the 

current President of the Village of Mattoon. 
 
B. The undersigned Patrick Meverden, being duly sworn on oath hereby deposes and states that he is the 

current Chairman of the Town of Hutchins. 
 
C. The undersigned Brian Owen and Patrick Meverden both, being duly sown on oath, hereby depose 

and state as follows: 
 

1. That the Property sits within the physical boundaries of the Village of Mattoon. 
 

2. That attached hereto as Exhibit B are the current deeds of record in the Office of the Register of 
Deeds for Shawano County, Wisconsin, with respect to the Property, which depict title in 
“School District Number Six (6) Town of Hutchins, Shawano County” (as to Parcel One 
identified on Exhibit A), “Jt. School District No. 6 of Village of Mattoon (as to Parcel Two 
identified on Exhibit A), and “Joint School Dist #6 Village of Mattoon, Town of Hutchins, 
Shawano County, Wisconsin (as to Parcel Three shown on Exhibit A) (collectively, the “Mattoon 
School District”), and that the referenced school districts eventually became known as the Joint 
School District No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano County. 
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3. That attached hereto as Exhibit C is a true and correct copy of Order Number 34-61 (the 
“Order”), dated May 24, 1962, signed by the Shawano County School Committee, the Langlade 
County School Committee, and the Marathon County School Committee, effective June 30, 
1962, pursuant to which the Mattoon School District was dissolved, and the territory comprising 
the Mattoon School District was attached to “School District Number Joint 1, City of Antigo, and 
Town of Antigo and Langlade County; Village of Aniwa and Town of Aniwa, Shawano County; 
Town of Plover, Marathon County, Wisconsin, for all school purposes” (which I understand to 
now be known as the Unified School District of Antigo; hereinafter, the “Antigo School 
District”). 
 

4. That attached hereto as Exhibit D is an excerpt of historical data from the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction (“DPI”) summarizing attachments to and detachments from the Joint School 
District No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano County, which indicates that, 
effective June 30, 1962, “Jt. SD No. 6, Village of Mattoon and Town of Hutchins, Shawano 
County” (a/k/a, the Mattoon School District) was dissolved, and attached hereto as Exhibit E is 
an excerpt of historical data from DPI summarizing attachments to and detachments from the 
Unified School District of Antigo, Langlade County, which indicates that, effective June 30, 
1962, the territory of the Mattoon School District was attached to the “City of Antigo et al 
Unified SD, Langlade County” (a/k/a the Antigo School District). 
 

5. That the Order does not mention the transfer of real property owned by the Mattoon School 
District to the Antigo School District or any other person or entity.   
 

6. That the Order indicates that, as of the date of the Order, certain “territory” comprising the 
Mattoon School District fell under control of the Antigo School District, but no mention is made 
of real property owned by the Mattoon School District.  
 

7. That attached hereto as Exhibit F is an excerpt from Chapter 66 of the Wisconsin Statutes (1961-
1962), specifically Section 66.03 (Adjustments to assets and liabilities upon division of territory).  
Section 66.03(3)(a) reads “The title to real estate shall not be transferred except by agreement, 
but the value thereof shall be included in determining the assets of the municipality owning the 
same and in making the adjustment of assets and liabilities.”   
 

8. That it is the Village of Mattoon’s and Town of Hutchins’ respective beliefs that, without an 
agreement from the time of the dissolution of the Mattoon School District indicating the Property 
transferred to the Antigo School District or any other person or entity, the Property, at that point 
in time, upon information and belief, reverted to the Village of Mattoon and/or the Town of 
Hutchins, and that the Village of Mattoon and, potentially, the Town of Hutchins have remained, 
and presently are, the owners of the Property (the Town of Hutchins as owner of Parcel One 
shown on Exhibit A and the Village of Mattoon as owner of Parcel Two and Parcel Three shown 
on Exhibit A, although the Village of Mattoon and the Town of Hutchins continue to investigate 
ownership).  
 

9. That, upon information and belief, no separate agreement exists between the Mattoon School 
District and the Antigo School District or any other person or entity regarding the transfer of the 
Property.   
 

10. That title to the Property is presently in dispute, with the Village of Mattoon, the Town of 
Hutchins, and the Unified School District of Antigo claiming to have fee simple title to certain 
parcels of the Property.  The Village of Mattoon maintains that the record indicates that the 
Village of Mattoon has fee simple title to Parcel Two and Parcel Three of the Property. The 
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Town of Hutchins maintains that the record indicates that the Town of Hutchins has fee simple 
title to Parcel One of the Property. However, the Village of Mattoon and the Town of Hutchins 
are continuing to investigate the Property to clarify that they do, in fact, hold title to the Property, 
as indicated above.  This affidavit is made (i) in support of the establishment of fee simple title to 
the Property in the Village of Mattoon and the Town of Hutchins, respectively, and (ii) for the 
purpose of notifying the general public of the Village of Mattoon’s and the Town of Hutchins’ 
actual or potential interest in the Property. 

 
[remainder of page intentionally left blank; signature pages follow] 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION  
 

Parcel One: 
 
Lot One (1) in Block Twenty-five (25) of the Plat of Mattoon, being a subdivision of the East Half (E 1/2) 
of the Southeast Quarter (SE 1/4) of Section Nine (9) and the West Half (W 1/2) of the Southwest Quarter 
(SW 1/4) Section Ten (10), Township Twenty-nine (29) North, of Range Twelve (12) East. 
 
(Village of Mattoon, County of Shawano, Wisconsin) 
Tax Key 151 70050 0740 (subject premise and other land) 
 
Parcel Two: 
 
Lots Two (2) and Three (3) in Block Twenty-five (25) of the Village of Mattoon. 
 
(Village of Mattoon, County of Shawano, Wisconsin) 
Tax Key 151 70050 0740 (subject premise and other land) 
 
Parcel Three: 
 
Lots number Four (4) and Five (5) in Block Twenty-five (25) of the Plat of the Village of Mattoon, 
Shawano County, Wisconsin. 
 
(Village of Mattoon, Shawano County, Wisconsin)  
Tax Key 151-700500750 
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EXHIBIT B 

VESTING DEEDS 

[See attached.] 
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EXHIBIT C 

ORDER 

[See attached.] 
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EXHIBIT D 

EXCERPT OF HISTORICAL DATA FROM DPI SUMMARIZING ATTACHMENTS  
TO AND DETACHMENTS FROM JOINT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 6, VILLAGE OF MATTOON 

AND TOWN OF HUTCHINS, SHAWANO COUNTY  

[See attached.] 
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EXHIBIT E 

EXCERPT OF HISTORICAL DATA FROM DPI SUMMARIZING ATTACHMENTS  
TO AND DETACHMENTS FROM THE UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT OF ANTIGO, LANGLADE 

COUNTY 

[See attached.] 

  

Case 2019CV000010 Document 1 Filed 01-21-2019 Page 43 of 80



 16 
MIL-29468347-8 

 

Case 2019CV000010 Document 1 Filed 01-21-2019 Page 44 of 80



 17 
MIL-29468347-8 

 

Case 2019CV000010 Document 1 Filed 01-21-2019 Page 45 of 80



 18 
MIL-29468347-8 

  

Case 2019CV000010 Document 1 Filed 01-21-2019 Page 46 of 80



 19 
MIL-29468347-8 

  

Case 2019CV000010 Document 1 Filed 01-21-2019 Page 47 of 80



 20 
MIL-29468347-8 
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EXHIBIT F 

EXCERPT FROM CHAPTER 66 OF THE WISCONSIN STATUTES (1961-62), SPECIFICALLY 
SECTION 66.03 

[See attached.] 
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